In Memory- A tribute to Yves Chartier

Yves Chartier, an engineer by profession, was a global advocate of managing the resources we have on earth- well. He was involved in management of sanitation, preserving water supplies and systems; his passion was managing healthcare waste efficiently and in a cost effective manner. He started he career in Médecins sans Frontières, an organization of like-minded humanitarians, and soon moved to the World Health Organization (WHO) to further pursue his passion. While at the WHO, he worked tirelessly to increase awareness around reducing the destructive global effects of poorly managed waste. Yves worked with all aspects of infection prevention and control including Safety Injection Global Network (SIGN), Department of Pandemic and Epidemic Diseases and Clean Care is Safer Care amongst many others.
[bookmark: Presentation]Yves was a great supporter of the Infection Control Africa Network (ICAN) and had participated actively in all the conferences since the first one in Uganda in 2008. He would co-chair and present solid scientific evidence to support good healthcare waste management (HCWM) programmes. His emphasis would be on how low to middle income countries, where resources were limited for such matters, could reduce the hazards of HCW with some innovative yet simple systems. He would listen to all suggestions and ideas, both from industry and healthcare workers and enthusiastically support innovation. In November 2011 at the 3rd ICAN conference in Namibia, Yves Chartier co-chaired the session on HCWM with Dr Edith Clarke- it was very well received. His last lecture delivered at ICAN in November 2011 can be found on the ICAN website (IPCAN 2011 HCWM). ICAN will not forget his enormous contribution to our young organisation- in his memory, there will be a session on HCWM dedicated to, and named the “ Yves Chartier HCWM session” in perpetuity.
His untimely demise due a tragic accident in the Jura Mountains, has left the IPC world and beyond in absolute shock. He leaves behind a wife and two children. 
The world is divided in believers and non-believers- Yves was a believer! He believed in humanity and in preserving the planet for future generations. I believe him to be a good, compassionate and kind human being who shall leave a major gap in our lives.
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Further tributes can be found on
Water Sanitation List WATERSANITATION@LISTSERV.WHO.INT
rememberingyves@gmail.com  

